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IN THE CLAIMS 

1-128 (canceled) 

129. (previously presented) A medical implant comprising at least one continuous, 
solid spaghetti-like strand comprising a physiologically compatible material surrounded by an 
outer covering, 

130. (previously presented) The medical implant of claim 129, wherein said spaghetti- 
like strand consists of silicone rubber. 

131. (previously presented) The medical implant of claim 129, wherein said spaghetti- 
like strand comprises silicon rubber. 

132. (previously presented) The medical implant of claim 129, wherein said spaghetti- 
like strand comprises plastic* 

133. (previously presented) The medical implant of claim 129, wherein said 
physiologically compatible material is plastic or silicone rubber. 

134. (previously presented) The medical implant of claim 130, having a wettable 

surface. 

135. (previously presented) The medical implant of claim 129, having a wettable 

surface. 

136. (previously presented) The medical implant of claim 129, wherein said outer 
covering is made of a physiologically compatible material. 
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137. (previously presented) The medical implant of claim 136, wherein said outer 
coveting is made of plastic or silicone rubber 

138. (previously presented) The medical implant of claim 130, wherein said outer 
covering is made of a physiologically compatible material. 

139. (previously presented) The medical implant of claim 131 wherein said outer 
covering is made of a physiologically compatible material. 

1.40, (previously presented) The medical implant of claim 139, wherein said outer 
covering is made of plastic or silicone rubber. 

141. (previously presented) The medical implant of claim 132, wherein said outer 
covering is made of a physiologically compatible material, 

142. (previously presented) The medical implant of claim 129, wherein a surface of 
said outer covering is hydrophilized. 

143. (previously presented) The medical implant of claim 129, wherein a surface of 
said structural element has a hydrophilized surface. 

144. (previously presented) The medical implant of claim 142, wherein said structural 
element is a spaghetti-like strand, 

145. (previously presented) The medical implant of claim 144, wherein said spaghetti- 
like strand comprises silicone rubber. 

146. (previously presented) The medical implant of claim 144, wherein the outer 
surface of said spaghetti-like strand is hydrophilized. 

25559191.1 _3_ 

PAGE 319 * RCVD AT 7/2S2005 12:36:3/ PKI [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVItU^TO-ff XRF-6/31 * DNIS:2738300 ' CSID;212 318 3400 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-26 



07/26/2005 12:34 212-318-3408 



RJLBRIGHT JAWORSKI 



PAGE 04/09 



147. (previously presented) A medical implant comprising an outer covering containing 
therein at least one continuous, solid spaghetti-like strand made of a physiologically compatible 
material having a surface that is wettable by a fluid lubricant. 

1 48. (previously presented) The medical implant of claim 147, wherein said implant 
has a hydrophilized surface. 

149. (previously presented) The medical implant of claim 147, wherein said 
physiologically compatible material comprises silicon rubber. 

150. (previously presented) The implant of claim 149, wherein the surface is 
hydrophilized surface and the lubricant is aqueous. 

151. (previously presented) The implant of claim 148, wherein the fluid lubricant is 
aqueous. 

152. (previously presented) The implant of claim 147, wherein the fluid lubricant is 
swellable. 

153. (previously presented) The implant of claim 149, wherein the fluid lubricant is 
swellable. 

154. (previously presented) The implant of claim 147, wherein the fluid lubricant is 
selected from the group consisting of a polysaccharide and a glucosaminoglycan. 

155. (previously presented) The implant of claim 147, wherein a surface of the implant 
is hydrophobic. 



25550191.1 



-4. 



PAGE 4/9 * IffiVD AT 7/26/2005 12:36:37 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-ff XRF-6/31 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID;212 318 3400 1 DURATION (mnws):02-26 



07/26/2895 12:34 212-318-3400 



FULBRIGHT JAWORSKI 



PAGE 05/09 



156. (previously presented) The implant of claim 1 55, wherein said implant contains fat 
or oil wetting the hydrophobic surface as the fluid lubricant. 

.157. (currently amended) The implant of claim 1 55, wherein said implant contains fat 
as the hydrophobic surface as the fluid lubricant 

158. (previously presented) The implant of claim 147, wherein said physiologically 
compatible material is a plastic. 

159. (previously presented) The implant of claim 148, wherein said physiologically 
compatible material is a plastic. 

160. (previously presented) The implant of claim 155, wherein material said 
. physiologically compatible materia] is a silicone rubber. 

16L (previously presented) The implant of claim 147, wherein said physiologically 
compatible material is polydimethylsiloxane. 

162. (previously presented) The implant of claim 147, wherein said physiologically 
compatible material is a polysaccharide. 

163. (previously presented) The implant of claim 158, wherein the plastic is 
cuprophanc. 

164. (previously presented) The implant of claim 147, wherein the physiologically 
compatible material has a foam structure. 

165. (previously presented) The implant of claim 147, wherein an X-ray contrast 
medium or a dye is incoiporated into the physiologically compatible material. 
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166. (previously presented) The implant of claim. 149, wherein au X-ray contrast 
medium or a dye is incoiporatcd into the physiologically compatible material. 

167. (previously presented) The implant of claim 130, comprising a plurality of 
spaghetti-like strands. 

168. (previously presented) The implant of claim 132 comprising a plurality of 
spaghetti-like strands. 

169. (previously presented) The implant of claim 147 comprising a plurality of 
spaghetti-like strands. 

170. (previously presented) The implant of claim 149 comprising a plurality of 
spaghetti-like strands. 

171. (canceled) 

172. (canceled) 

1 73. (canceled) 

174. (canceled) 

175. (previously presented) A method of implanting a medical implant into a subject 
comprising implanting an implant consisting of a continuous, solid spaghetti-like strand of 
silicon rubber in the desired site of a subject. 

176. (previously presented) A method of implanting a medical implant comprising 
implanting the implant of claim 129 at a desired site of a subject. 
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177. (previously presented) A method of implanting a medical implant comprising 
implanting the implant of claim 130 at a desired site of a subject. 

178. (previously presented) A method of implanting a medical implant comprising 
implanting the implant of claim 131 at a desired site of a subject. 

179. (previously presented) A method of implanting a medical implant comprising 
implanting the implant of claim 147 at a desired site of a subject. 

180. (previously presented) A method of implanting a medical implant comprising 
implanting the implant of claim 149 at a desired site of a subject. 

181. (previously presented) The medical implant of claim 132, wherein said structural 
element has a wettable surface. 
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